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PAPERI . RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

tlnit I

Social research - meaning and irnportance.
Theory and research - basic corcepts of research - theory - fact - cottcept - variable -

hypothesis - causation.
Typcs of research - pure ancl ap,plied - longitudinal and cross-sectional - qualitative and
quantiteftive

t  rn i t  I I

l{cscurch clesign - exploratory - descriptive - explanatory - evaluative
Sunr pling concepts popular ion - sample frame - sampling - probability and
rronl'rrobability sampling - sampling process - sample size - characteristics of a good
srrrrrpl ing design.

t  I n i t  l l I  I

N,lcasurement - conceptualize tion - specification of variables and indicators -

opcrtrtionalization - reliability a rd validity - levels of measurement
Scaling techniques - Likert - Gu [tman - Thurstone. Sociometry

Unit  IV

Data collection - sources of datrr - methods - observation - interview - questionnaire
- tools of data collection
Data processing and analysis - checking - classification - coding - editing - euteriug -

tabulation
Analysis - central tendency and dispersion - correlation and regression
Tests of significance - chi squale -(t'test - analysis of variance.

Unit V

Qualitative methods - case stud 1 - focus group discussion - content analysis
Report writing - introduction a:rd presentation of research problem '- review of literature
- research setting - methods - f .ndings - discussion - references
Synopsis - abstract - executive summary
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Unit 1

Introduction i
Nature of sociological theo 'y - evels of theorization in sociology - relationship between
theory and research

Unit 2

Structuial-functionalism ;
The idea of social structure A.Ii.. Radcliffe Brown - the problems of role analysis: S.F.
Nadel - functional dimensi rns of social system: T. Parsons - Codification, critique and
reformulation of functional analysis: R.K. Merton - neofunctionalism: .1. Alexancler

Structuralism and poststruc turalism: M. Foucault

Unit 3

Dialectics of conflict: Karl Mar r.j
Critique of Marx and Norr ativr: structure & power: R. Dahrendorf
Functional analysis of conflict: Lewis Coser
Conflict and social change: R. Collins
Neo-Marxism

Unit 4

Interactionist perspective ;
Symbolic interactionism: G.H. lV1ead and H. Blumer - phenomenological socioiogy: A.
Schutz - social construction of rreality: P. Berger and T.G. Luckmann -

ethnomethodology: H. Garfi nke,l

Unit 5

Social exchange theory - Homa.ns & Blau
Social networks and reciprocity
Recent trends in sociological th:orizing
Postmodernism
Globalization and identities
Micro-macro link
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